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Green build saves bucks

CHUBBUCK -- With more high-tech energy-saving devices than most, Idaho Central Credit Union's new administrative headquarters will be the greenest building this side of
the state. The four-story building located on the north side of the Interstate 85 Chubbuck exit is currently under construction. It is being equipped with sustainable materials that protect the environment and technological marvels that will save Idaho Central energy and money
in the long run. "We have really gone to great lengths to determine what will be best for the building energy wise," said Alesha Churba, facilities manager for the new building. "It's exciting to be a part of it." One of the biggest and most unique energy savers included in the building's
specs is its heating and cooling system. Instead of an air-circulating system, Idaho Central will use a water-circulating system. Imbedded in the floors are pipes that run hot or cold water through the building, providing efficient temperature control. The water is regulated by units
on the second, third and fourth floors that heat or cool when necessary. The system uses much less energy than traditional systems, said David Christensen of Arco Electric, the electrical contractor for the project. Christensen worked directly on installing the unique lighting system in the building. He said the system uses low voltage relay cabinets that control all the lighting in the building by way of photo cells and a time clock. The time clock will ensure no lights are
left on during off hours, and the sensors will detect when lights are necessary. Zones in the building called "daylight giving areas" will use lights that automatically dim or brighten based on the amount of daylight coming in. To maximize the amount of daylight used, flat panels
outside windows will act as "light shelves," reflecting light into the rooms of the building. "It's just a really smart system is the best way to put it," Christensen said, adding that the whole lighting system could be controlled by a single computer hooked up to the relay cabinets. "I would say it's one of the most sophisticated buildings on this side of the state." He said the installation process for the system was much more difficult than a traditional system, using one and a half times more wire and taking significantly more time. He said the extra expense for the heating and cooling system and the lighting system was noticeable, but it would definitely save money in the long run. "In my opinion, the extra expense they are going to will be about a million, but they'd get that back in a matter of a couple years," Christensen said. In addition to the high-tech systems, Idaho Central has worked hard to use sustainable materials in the construction process. All carpet, tiles and the steel used to frame the building are 100 percent recyclable, and landscaping for the building will use more than 175 trees. A bubbler irrigation system will be installed to reduce water 
use. The project has been in planning since 2003 and is expected to be completed in September 2007, but Churba said they will begin using the lower floors as soon as June 2007. The 68,000 square foot building will house the supporting staff of all of Idaho Central's branches. The company started in 1940 and now has branches in Boise, Nampa, Meridian, Twin Falls, Chubbuck, Blackfoot, Idaho Falls and Burley.
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